Shrinking Pictures

A tutorial in Photoshop Elements
By Patrick Davis 2007
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e \WWhy shrink pictures?
— When we work with web pictures high

resolution in not necessary

High resolution is very helpful when we are
orinting pictures, but slows down our web

nages

— A small picture with low resolution looks JUST

AS GOQOD as a high resolution picture on the
computer screen
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 Myth

— Often people think they can shrink a picture
just by grabbing the corner and making the
picture smaller

— This does make the picture “look” smaller

— BUT, in a web page the picture is exactly the
same size

— That is why we need to shrink its actual size
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 The screen needs no more than 96 dpi
(dots per inch) to look good

* Any picture saved at higher dpi (say 300
dpi, which provides excellent print
pictures) Is just a waste of space

e TOsSumup

— The higher the resolution the greater the dpi
and the slower your picture will load
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* A flve megapixal camera can make a
picture of several megabites

e This picture of my beautiful azalea was 1.4
meg originally
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e Originally it was 1.4 megabytes In size

 Now it is 115 kilobytes- Truth is it still took
up half the slide space and | had to make
it a bit smaller for my presentation
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o If | leftitin the original size and tried to
load It on a web page, it might take several

minutes to load.

 Now that you see the benefit of this
tutorial, let’s get started
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* Right click on any picture in any folder
* Go to properties and check the size

Fis Edt  View Fovonles Tools  Help
—_
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* The size of this picture is 1.2 mb

e Let's see how small we can make it and
still have a quality web picture

IMG_0993. PG Properties

General | Summary

(%3] IMG_0993. PG

Type of file:  JPEG Image

Opens with: i, Nero PhotoSnap Views | Change... |

Location: Ci\Documents and SettingsiPatrick DavisiMy Docu

1.31 MB (1,383,443 bytes)

> Sijzeis here

ize on disk:  1.32 ME (1,384,448 bytes)

Created: Monday, August 06, 2007, 7:45:46 PM
Modified: Monday, August 06, 2007, 1:32:54 PM
Arcessed: Today, August 21, 2007, 9:50:27 AR

(N

attributes:  [|Read-only  []Hidden Advanced, ., |

K ] | Cancel
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e Open the picture
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e Select Image- Resize- Image Size
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* Notice the image size

Image Size

ﬁ Learn more about: Image Size O

Cancel

ok |
1| ey !ﬁl
Height: | 1944 m Press the Shift key to change units separatehy I
L | ——==

- Document Size:

width: | 14.4 inches :l
@
Heught 1I:| 2 | inches
Resalution: | 180 | pixels finch

I pixels [*] —|

CheCk ConStraI n .Cunztraln Proportions
P o pO I"[I ons [¥IResample Image: | BicLbic
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Notice what happens when it is changed

to 500

The document size went from 14 inches to

2. 778 Inches

i 38

./ Learn more about: Image Size
[ Cancel

Pixel Dimensions: 549.3K (was 14.4M)

Help |

Width: | 500 pinels v :l
i

Height: | 375 pixels w

Docurnet t Size:

Width: | 2.778
Height: | 2.083 inches hd

Resclution: | 120 pixelsfinch W . |

Scale Styles
1 Constrain Proportions

Resample Image: | Bicubic v
S —
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* The picture does look really small
e Itis set at 35% of actual size

Y

-

ol
Change this
to 100% to
see actual \
sSize
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e Click File- Save For Web
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e The Save for Web Wizard
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Give your picture a new name

Do not replace your bigger picture with this
one

You must give it a new name

| often add _sm after the file name to
designate a web-ready picture
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e Congratulations- you have just seen a 1.2
mb picture change to a 47 kb picture

 The picture Is about 50 times smaller and
easily loads onto a web page

e As far as the monitor screen goes, the eye
will not be able to see the difference
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* Presented by Patrick Davis
* Yes, that is my grandson, Daniel
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